
 

 

 

 

 

 

MIGRATION AND CENTRAL EUROPE 

 
Code:  
Term: Spring 2021 
ECTS credits: 5 
Lessons per week: 90 + 90 min 
Language: English  
Instructor: Michal Vašečka 
Form of study: Elective course - 2 x per week   

Prerequisites 
Course “Migration and Central Europe” is designed for …. students of BISLA.  

Course Objectives 

Course analyses sociologically wide term of migration and uses methodology of both 

sociology and other social sciences. Students have a chance to obtain a knowledge on 

various teories of international migration, reasons for migrating, as well as on 

methodological approaches how to study migration. Students will learn about 

interconnections between nationalism and migration and about influence of wars and ethnic 

conflicts on international migration. Students will analyse term migration through social 

cohesion and social stratification of society and elaborate on redistribution of income as an 

important push factor. Course brings also information about influence of human 

development level on mifration and analyses approaches of international organizations in 

the course of migration management. Finally, course focuses on issues connected with 

problems of asylum seekers and refugees in Central Europe, as well as on issues connected 

to migration policies in Central European countries and in Slovakia in particular. 

Conditions for finalising course 

1. Active participations on seminars;    

2. 4 assignments. 



 

Themes and Readings involved 
 

 

Teories of international migration  

 

Introduction into the course 

Migration as a topic of social sciences 

Philosophical traditions of migration research  

Theories of international migration  

 

Literature:  

Massey et al, 1993. Theories of International Migration: A Review and Appraisal. In: 

Population and Development Review. Volume 19, n. 3, s. 431 – 466. 

 

Vertovec, S. 1999. Migration and Social Cohesion. Cheltenham: The International Library of 

Studies on Migration, kapitola 1: Introduction, p. xi – xxxvii.  

Boyd, M. 1989. „Family and personal networks in international migration: recent 

developments and new agendas.“ International Migration Review, vol. 23, 638-664. 

Hammar, T. 1997, International Migration, Immobility and Development. Multidisciplinary 

Perspectives. Oxford. 

Martin, P. - Windgren, J. 2002. „International Migration: Facing the Challenge.“ Population 

Bulletin, 57 (1). 

Portes, Alejandro. 1997. "Immigration Theory for a New Century: Some Problems and 

Opportunities." Intenational Migration Review 31, p 893-922. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Conceptualization of migration  

 

Various approaches to migration a conceptualization of migration (determinism in theories of 

migration, maximalization of capital, behavioralism, structuralism, humanistic perspective, 

system theories, biographical approach) 

Modeling of migrant´s behavior  

Migration internal and external  

The causes of migration - internal and external stimulus to migration (push and pull migration 

factors) 

 

Literature: 

Boyle, P., Halfacree, K., Robinson, V. 1998. Exploring Contemporary Migration. New York: 

Addison Wesley Longman. Kapitola 3: p.57 - 83. 

 

Hannerz, U. 1996, Transnational Connections: Culture, People, Places. London. 

Kritz, M. M., Lean, L. and L., Zlotnik, H. (eds) 1992, International Migration System. A 

Global Approach. Oxford. 

McAdam, D., McCarthy, J. and Zald, M. (eds) 1996, Comparative Perspectives on Social 

Movements: Political Opportunities, Mobilizing Structures, and Cultural Framings. 

Cambridge. 

Tilly, Ch. (1990), ‘Transplanted Networks’, in: Yans-McNeill, V. (ed.), Immigration 

Reconsidered. History, Sociology, and Politics. New York, p. 79-95. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Research of migration. How to research migration in 21st century?  

 

Migration in Historical Sciences, Demography, Economics, Anthropology, Political Science 

and Legal Science 

Methodological approaches to the study of migration in Sociology and in other social sciences 

Analysis of migration in Slovakia 

A paradigm shift in understanding migration 

Methodological Nationalism 

 

Literatúra:  

Brettell, B. Caroline - Hollifield, F. James. 2000. Migration Theory. Talking Across 

Disciplines. New York: Routledge. Kapitola „Introduction“, s. 1-21.; chapter 2 „Demography 

and International Migration“, s. 43 - 74; chapter 4 „The Sociology of Immigration“, s. 77-92; 

chapter 5 „Theorizing Migration in Antropology“. s. 96 - 119.  

Wimmer, A. - Glick-Schiller, N. 2002. „Methodological Nationalism and beyond: nation-state 

building, migrantion and the social science“. Global Networks 2, 4 (2002) 301-334. Blackwell 

Publishing Ltd. 

 

Geddes, Andrew (2003): The Politics of Migration and Immigration in Europe, SAGE 

Publications, London. 

Castells, Manuel. 2000. „Towards a Sociology of a Network Society.“ Contemporary 

Sociology, vol. 25 (5): 693-699. 

Basch, L., N. Glick Schiller, Ch. Szanton Blanc. 1999. „From Immigrant to Transmigrant: 

Theorizing Transnational Migration.“ In  Pries, L. (ed.) Migration and Transnational Social 

Spaces. Ashgate. s. 73-96. 

Kaplan, Caren. 1996. Questions of Travel. Postmodern Discourses of Displacement. Duke 

University Press. 

Park, Robert E. (1996): Human Migration and the Marginal Man (1928), in Sollors, Werner 

(ed.): Theories of Ethnicity. A Classical Reader, Macmillan Press, London: 156 – 167. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Nation states, globalization, and migration 

 

Ethnicity and migration 

Nation state, nationalism, and migration 

Territorization of national identity 

Globalization and changes in migrant behavior 

 

Literatúra: 

Alexander J. C., 1980, Core solidarity, ethnic outgroup and social differentiation: a 

multidimensional model of inclusion in modern societies, in J. Dofny e A. Akiwowo (eds.), 

National and ethnic movements, Sage, London, 1980, pp.5-28.  

Vertovec, S. 1999.: Migration and Social Cohesion. Cheltenham: The International Library of 

Studies on Migration, XVII: Baubock, R.: „Changing the boundaries of citizenship“, s.301-

333.  

 

Joppke, Ch. 2004: Citizenship without Identity. In: Canadian Diversity, Vol. 3:2. Montreal: 

Association for Canadian Studies.  

Rex, J. 1994: The nature of ethnicity in the project of migration. In: Guibernau, M. - Rex, 

J.(eds): The Ethnicity Leader. Nationalism, Multiculturalism and Migration. Cambridge: 

Polity Press.      

Anderson, B. 1991, Imagined Communities. Reflections on the Origin and Spread of 

Nationalism. London. 

Basch, L. - Glick Schiller, N. - Blanc Szanton, C. 1994, Nations Unbound: Transnational 

Projects, Postcolonial Predicaments, and Deterritorialized Nation States. New York. 

Hroch, M. 1985, Social Preconditions of National Revival in Europe. A Comparative Analysis 

of the Social Composition of Patriotic Groups Among the Smaller European Nations. 

Cambridge. 

Smith, A. 1986, The Ethnic Origins of Nations. Oxford. 

Kurti, László and Juliet Langman (eds) 1997, Beyond Borders: Remaking Cultural Identities 

in the New East and Central Europe. Boulder.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Integration of migrants  

 

Boundaries of migrant integration 

Traditions of integration in Europe 

Group-Differentiating Rights 

Citizenship in the post-national era 

 

Literatúra: 

Vertovec, S. 1999.: Migration and Social Cohesion. Cheltenham: The International Library of 

Studies on Migration, chapter VI: Heisler, S.B..: „The Future of Imigrant Incorporation: 

Which Models? Which Concepts?“, s. 117 - 135.  

Faulks, Keith, 2000: Citizenship. Routledge: London. /chapters 1 and 6/. 

 

Kymlicka, W. 1989, Liberalism, Community and Culture, Oxford: Claredon Press. 

Kymlicka, W. 1995, Multicultural Citizenship, Oxford: Claredon Press. 

Kymlicka, W. 1995, The Rights of Minority Cultures, Oxford: Oxford University Press.   

Malkki, L. H. 1995. „Refugees and Exile: From „Refugees Studies“ to National Order Things. 

Annual Review in Anthropology, vol. 24, 495-523. 

Parekh, Bhikhu 2000, Rethinking Multiculturalism: Cultural Diversity and Political  

Theory, New York: Palgrave Press. 

Taylor, Charles 1994, “The Politics of Recognition”, Multiculturalism: Examining the  

Politics of Recognition, Amy Gutmann (ed.), Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 25-

73. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Legal protection of minorities in the EU and practice of integration 

approaches 

 

Implementation of multicultural theories in individual EU countries 

Universal-particularist dilemas of policy makers in 21st century 

Normative status of ethnicity 

Dynamics of exclusion and inclusion of integrating groups 

Naturalization and "culture" 

Integration of immigrants in liberal-democratic regimes 

 

Literatúra: 

Bauböck, Rainer, 1994: Changing the Boundaries of Citizenship. The Inclusion of Immigrants 

in Democratic Polities. In: Bauböck, Rainer (ed). From Aliens to Citizens. Redefining the 

Status of Immigrants in Europe. European Centre: Vienna.  

Fehér, Ferenc - Heller, Agnes, 1994: Naturalization or „Culturalization“? In: Bauböck, Rainer 

(ed). From Aliens to Citizens. Redefining the Status of Immigrants in Europe. European 

Centre: Vienna.  

 

Kymlicka, Will - Norman, Wayne, 2000: Citizenship in Culturally Diverse Societies: Issues, 

Contexts, Concepts. In: Kymlicka, Will - Norman, Wayne (eds). Citizenship in Diverse 

Societies. Oxford: Oxford University Press.     

Waldron, Jeremy, 2000: Cultural Identity and Civic Responsibility. In: Kymlicka, Will - 

Norman, Wayne (eds). Citizenship in Diverse Societies. Oxford: Oxford University Press 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

From foreigners to EU citizens 

 

Redefining the position of immigrants in the EU 

Changing the borders of "citizenship" 

Citizenship and denizenship  

Dual citizenship 

Nationalization of citizenship in Central Europe 

 

Literatúra:  

Martiniello, Marco, 1994: Citizenship of the European Union. A Critical View. In: Bauböck, 

Rainer (ed). From Aliens to Citizens. Redefining the Status of Immigrants in Europe. 

European Centre: Vienna.  

Joppke, Ch. - Morawska, E. (2003). Integrating Immigrants in Liberal Nation-States: Policies 

and Practices. In: Joppke, Ch. - Morawska, E. (eds). Toward Assimilation and Citizenship. 

New York: Palgrave Macmillan.    

   

Soysal, Y.N. (1994): Limits of Citizenship: Migrants and Postnational Membership in 

Europe. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.     

Castles, S. - Davidson, M. (2000). Citizenship and Migration. New York: Macmilam Press.  

Vašečka, M. 2008. „Nationalized Citizenship in Central European Countries“. In VAŠEČKA, 

M. (ed.). Nation über Alles: processes of redefinition and reconstruction of the term nation in 

central Europe. Bratislava: Center for the Research of Ethnicity and Culture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Migration and social networks 

 

The concept of social networks and social capital 

Diaspora and transnational strategies of migrants 

Transnationalism as a New Perspective of Migration analyses 

Immigrants Between Transnationalism and Assimilation - An Alternative Approach to 

Integration 

 

Literatúra: 

Clifford, J. 1997. “Diasporas”, in M. Guibernau, J. Rex (eds.). The Ethnicity Reader: 

nationalism, multiculturalism and migration. Cambridge: Polity Press, p. 283–289.  

Portes, A. 1998. “Social Capital: Its Origins and Applications in Modern Sociology”, Annual 

Review of Sociology 24. p.2-9. 

Massey et. al. 1993. „Theories of International Migration: A Review and Appraisal“, 

Population and Development Review 19(3). p. 448-454. 

 

Portes, A., L.E. Guarnizo, P. Landolt. 1999. „The Study of Transnationalism: Pitfalls and 

Promise of an Emergent Research Field“, Ethnic and Racial Studies 22 (2), p. 217-230.  

Basch, L., N. Glick Schiller, Ch. Szanton Blanc. 1994. Nations Unbound. Routledge., chapter 

2: Theoretical premises p. 21- 46.  

Basch, L., N. Glick Schiller, Ch. Szanton Blanc. 1999. „From Immigrant to Transmigrant: 

Theorizing Transnational Migration.“ In  Pries, L. (ed.) Migration and Transnational Social 

Spaces. Ashgate. p. 73-96. 

Castells, Manuel. 2000. „Towards a Sociology of a Network Society.“ Contemporary 

Sociology, vol. 25 (5): 693-699. 

Cohen, R. 1997. Global Diasporas: An Introduction. London: Routledge. 

Koser, K., C. Pinkerton. 2002. The Social Networks of Asylum Seekers and the Dissemination 

of Information about Countries of Asylum. London: Research and Development Directorate, 

Home Office. 

Levitt, P., N. Glick Schiller. 2004. „Conceptualizing Simultaneity: A Transnational Social 

Field Perspective on Society“, International Migration Review 38(3): 1002-1039. 

Portes, A., Sensenbrenner, J. 1993. „Embeddedness and Immigration: Notes on the Social 

Determinants of Economic Action. The American Journal of Sociology, vol. 98 (6): 1320-

1350. 

Pries, L. 1999. „New Migration in Transnational Spaces.“ In Pries, L. (ed.) Migration and 

Transnational Social Spaces. Ashgate, p. 1-28.  

Putnam, R.D., K.A. Goss. 2002. “Introduction”, in R.D. Putnam (ed.) Democracies in Flux: 

the Evolutions of Social Capital in Contemporary Societies. New York: Oxford University 

Press. 3 -19. 



 

Social transformation, globalization, and migration 

 

Migration and employment, migration for work 

Population explosion and migration 

Eco-migration 

Migration as part of the lifestyle of modern man 

Migration and quality of life - concept and measurement of "human development" 

 

Literatúra: 

Kritz, M. 1996: Population Growth and International Migration: Is there a Link? New York: 

New School for Social Research.  

Schremmer, Ch. 2001: Departure from the Periphery: Reflections on Regional Labor Markets 

within Borders in Austria. In: Funck, B. - Pizzati, L. (eds): Labor, Employment, and Social 

Policies in the EU Enlargement Process. p. 207 - 214. 

 

Baron, S. - Field, J. - Schuller, T. 2000. Social Capital: Critical Perspectives. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press. 

Kaplan, Caren. 1996: Questions of Travel. Postmodern Discourses of Displacement. Duke 

University Press. 

Loizos, P. 2000: „Are Refugees Social Capitalists? “ In Baron, S., Field, J., Schuller, T. (eds.) 

Social Capital: Critical Perspectives. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Portes, A. 1995: ‘Economic Sociology and the Sociology of Immigration: A Conceptual 

Overview’, in: Portes, A. (ed.), The Economic Socioloy of Immigration: Essays on Networks, 

Ethnicity, and Entrepreneurship, New York, p. 1-41. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Social stratification, and migration 

 

Redistribution of income and migration 

Social cohesion and migration 

Social stratification and migration 

Brain drain, brain waste, brain lost 

Development aid and migration 

 

Literatúra: 

Rhode, B. 1991: East-West Migration/ Brain drain. Bruseels: EC. p. 39 – 61. 

Vertovec, S. 1999.: Migration and Social Cohesion. Cheltenham: The International Library of 

Studies on Migration, kapitola XVII: Weiner, M.: „Determinant sof Imigrant Integration: An 

International Comparative Analysis.“, p. 375 - 389.  

 

Cote, S., T. Healy 2001. The Well-being of Nations. The Role of Human and Social Capital. 

Paris: Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development. 

Granovetter, M. 1985. „Economic Action and Social Structure: The Problem of 

Embeddedness.“ American Journal of Sociology, 91 (3): 481-510. 

Jordan, B. - Düvell, F. 2002: Irregular Migration. The Dilemmas of Transnational Mobility. 

Cheltenham: Edward Edgar Publishing, kapitola 3: Irregular migration, labour markets and 

social protection. p. 54 - 76. 

Przeworski, A. 1991: Democracy and the Market. Political and Economic Reforms in Eastern 

Europe and Latin America. New York. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Internal and international migration in Europe. Forced migration. 

 

Historical overview on international migration with a focus on post-war Europe 

Growth of cultural diversity in Europe as a consequence of migration 

Concept of Forced Migration and Refugee 

Modern forced migration - ethnic conflicts, political unrest, wars 

Situation in refugee issues in the global context 

Displacement 

 

Literatúra: 

Castles, S., J. M. Miller. 1998. The Age of Migration. Houndmills: Macmillan Press Ltd., 

kapitola 4: Migration to Highly Developed Countries since 1945, p. 67-84  

Wallace, C., D. Stola. 2001. Patterns of Migration in Central Europe. Palgrave Macmillan. 

kapitola 1: Introduction, p. 13-37 

 

Castles et al. 2003. States of Conflict: Causes and Patterns of Forced Migration in the EU 

and Policy Responses. London: IPPPR. Executive summary, p. i-vii. 

Koser, Khalid. 2001. „New Approaches to Asylum.“ International Migration, vol. 39, p. 85-

97. 

Castles, S., J. M. Miller. 1998. The Age of Migration. Houndmills: Macmillan Press Ltd. 

Chapter 3: International Migration before 1945 (s. 48-66), chapter 5: The Next Waves: The 

Globalization of International Migration (s. 104-140), chapter 9: New Ethnic Minorities and 

Society (p. 212-252).  

Ókolski, Marek. 2004. „Migration Patterns in Central and Eastern Europe on the Eve of the 

European Union Expansion: an Overwiev.“ In Górny, A., P. Ruspini (eds.). Migration in the 

New Europe. East-West Revisited. Palgrave Macmillan, p. 23-44. 

Castles, Stephen. 2003. „Towards a Sociology of Forced Migration and Social 

Transformation.“ Sociology, vol. 37 (1): 13-34. 

Malkki, L. 1995. „Refugees and Exile: From Refugee Studies to the National Order Things.“ 

Annual Review of Anthropology 24: 495-523. 

Turton, David. 2003. Conceptualizing Forced Migration. RSC Working paper no. 2. Refugee 

Studies Centre, University of Oxford. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Migration in the EU and its management 

 

Trends in migration in the EU 

Securitization of migration 

Schengen Agreement and the freedom of movement of persons in the EU 

Citizenship policy in legislation 

Analysis of differences in migration and integration policies across EU countries 

Indicators of the success of public policies 

Methods of measuring indicators and their design 

MIPEX 

 

Literatúra:  

Sales, R. 2007. Understanding immigration and refugee policy: contradictions and 

continuities. Bristol, UK: Policy Press. 

Wallace, Claire. 2002. „Opening and Closing Borders: Migration and Mobility in East-

Central Europe.“ Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, vol. 28 (4): 603-625. 

 

Čaněk, Marek, Grill, Jan, Szczepaniková, Alice (eds.). 2006. Migration Processes in Central 

and Eastern Europe. Unpacking the Diversity. Multikulturní centrum Praha. 

Castles, S., Miller, M. J. 2009. The Age of Migration: International Population Movements in 

the Modern World. New York: Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 9. 

Huysmans, J. 2006. The Politics of Insecurity. Fear, migration and Asylum in the EU. 

London, New York: Routledge. Chapter 7. 

Bijl R.V. 2008: Evaluating Immigrant Integration Policy: How To Measure Successes and 

Failures? The Netherlands Institute for Social Research / SCP. 

<http://www.sfe.asso.fr/docs/site/pdf/strasbourg/sessionb/sfe_strasbourg2008_bijl.pdf>. 

Geddes, A.- Niessen, J. -  Balch, A. - Bullen, C. - Peiro, M.J. 2004. European Civic 

Citizenship and Inclusion Index. <www.britishcouncil.org/brussels-european-civic-

citizenship-and-inclusion-index.pdf>. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Islam in the EU and integration of muslims 

 

Limits of multiculturalism in relation to Muslim communities in the EU 

Global rise of religious violence 

Islamic challenge to integration policies 

Fluid identity of Muslims in the EU 

Secularization and Islam in the EU - The Role of Religion in Public Policies 

 

Literatúra: 

Ruiter, de Jan Jap, 1999: The position of Muslim Migrants in the European Union: 

Emancipation or Marginalisation? Cambridge Review of International Affairs. Spring-

Summer, Vol. XIII, No.2.  

Nielsen, S.Jorgen, 1999: Fluid Identities: Muslim and Western Europe´s Nation States. 

Cambridge Review of International Affairs. Spring-Summer, Vol. XIII, No.2.  

Luyckx, Marc, 1999: The EU and Islam: The Role of Religion in the Emerging European 

Polity. Cambridge Review of International Affairs. Spring-Summer, Vol. XIII, No.2. 


